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WHAT  SHOULD  I  DO  I F  I  HAVE  A  VACAT ION  PLANNED

FOR  LATE  SUMMER  OF  FALL ?

The  bes t  th ing  to  do  i s  wa i t !  A i r l i ne s  a re  e i the r  prov id ing  vouche r s  o r  r e funds

depend ing  on  the  c i r cumstances  o f  f l i gh t s  be ing  cance led  but  gu ide l ine s  f r om

each  a i r l i ne  i s  d i f f e ren t .  With  r ega rds  to  when  they  i s sue  each  and  even  f o r

wh ich  dates  they  a re  a l l ow ing  f o r  a f f ec ted  t r a ve l .   The  c i r cumstances  a re

a l so  chang ing  on  what  seems  l i ke  a  da i l y  bas i s  as  to  which  borde r s  wi l l  be  open

and  to  whom ,  so  s i t t i ng  t i gh t ,  and  ho ld ing  o f f  on  a  f i rm  dec i s i on  unt i l  say  a

month  be fo re  t r a ve l  a l l ows  f o r  a  more  i n fo rmed  dec i s i on .

I F  I  BOOK  A  VACAT ION  AND  CAN 'T  TRAVEL ,  WILL  A

TRAVEL  INSURANCE  POL ICY  COVER  NON -REFUNDABLE  COSTS ?

The  bes t  th ing  to  do  i s  wa i t !  A i r l i ne s  a re  e i the r  prov id ing  vouche r s  o r  r e funds

depend ing  on  the  c i r cumstances  o f  f l i gh t s  be ing  cance led  but  gu ide l ine s  f r om

each  a i r l i ne  i s  d i f f e ren t .  With  r ega rds  to  when  they  i s sue  each  and  even  f o r

wh ich  dates  they  a re  a l l ow ing  f o r  a f f ec ted  t r a ve l .   The  c i r cumstances  a re

a l so  chang ing  on  what  seems  l i ke  a  da i l y  bas i s  as  to  which  borde r s  wi l l  be  open

and  to  whom ,  so  s i t t i ng  t i gh t ,  and  ho ld ing  o f f  on  a  f i rm  dec i s i on  unt i l  say  a

month  be fo re  t r a ve l  a l l ows  f o r  a  more  i n fo rmed  dec i s i on .

HOW  EARLY  SHOULD  I  BEGIN  PLANNING  A  TR IP  FOR

2021 ?

F l i gh t  schedu le s  become  ava i l ab le  1 1  months

p r i o r  to  t r a ve l  dates .  Depend ing  on  the  vaca t i on  I  sugges t  s t a r t i ng  p lann ing  1 8

to  1 2  months  pr io r  to  the  date  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  s t a r t  you r  vaca t i on .  P lease

keep  i n  mind  tha t  most  t r a ve l e r s  who  cance led  the i r  p lans  o r  had  the i r

vaca t i ons  cance led  have  moved  the i r  p lans  to  202 1  so  dates  i n  the  sp r ing  and

summer  o f  202 1  may  be  f i l l ed  qu ick l y .



Wel l ,  the  f i r s t  th ing  tha t  needs  to  happen  i s

t r a ve l  r e s t r i c t i ons  need  to  be  l i f t ed .  I t  i s  ve r y

d i f f i cu l t  to  pred ic t  where  and  when  peop le  wi l l

f ee l  sa fe  to  t r a ve l  aga in  th i s  yea r .  Anothe r  th ing

to  cons ide r  wi l l  be  where  you  wish  to  t r a ve l  and

how  you  want  to  get  the re .  I t  i s  impor tan t  to

keep  i n  mind  tha t  f l y i ng  wi l l  r equ i r e  you  to  wear

a  f ace  mask  f o r  the  dura t i on  o f  the  f l i gh t .  You

may  a l so  f i nd  tha t  you  have  to  wear  a  f ace  mask

wh i l e  out  and  about  i n  you r  des t ina t i on  o f

cho i ce .  Dec id ing  to  t r a ve l  once  r e s t r i c t i ons  a re

l i f t ed  r ea l l y  depends  on  you r  r i s k  to l e rance .  Fo r

me ,  I  am  p lann ing  to  t r a ve l  i n  Ju l y  wi th  my

fami l y  to  the  Grand  Canyon .  I  a l so  f ee l

comfo r tab le  p lann ing  vaca t i ons  f o r  othe r

f ami l i e s  who  wish  to  t r a ve l  i n  the  US .  Unt i l  we

know  more ,  and  t r a ve l  r e s t r i c t i ons  a re  l i f t ed

howeve r ,  I  am  j u s t  not  comfo r tab le  i n  p lann ing

new  t r ip s  to  Europe  f o r  the  r ema inde r  o f  2020 .  I

w i l l  say  tha t  f o r  202 1 ,  I  am  ve r y  comfo r tab le  and

ac tua l l y  be l i e ve  NOW  i s  the  t ime .  Peop le  who

have  had  the i r  vaca t i ons  changed  f r om  2020  to

202 1  a l r eady  have  a  head  s t a r t  i n  p lann ing  the i r

Eu ropean  vaca t i ons  caus ing  space  to  be  more

l im i ted .

SHOULD  I  BE  PLANNING  A  VACAT ION

FOR  2020 ?
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Here is what my customer's think.
 
Working with Tracy exceeded all of our
expectations.  She had answers to all of our
questions, generated our trip options based
upon the experience and atmosphere we
wanted to have and was immediately responsive
when any ripple in the plan occurred. Tracy is an
exceptional agent and we will use her services
again for trips in the future. When our flight was
delayed, Tracy sent us turn by turn instructions
for navigating through the airport to make our
next flight in time.  When my wife needed
medical care, Tracy coordinated for nurses to
meet us as we exited the shuttle from the airport
to the resort. She went above and beyond in all
regards. 
 
Walker and Kelly Glunz
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HOW  WILL  WE  KNOW  WHEN  I T  I S  SAFE  TO  TRAVEL ?

Prepa re .  Prepa re .  Prepa re .  Dec ide  what  you  a re  comfo r tab le  wi th  a f te r  you  have

read  what  the  CDC ,  Dept .  o f  Sta te ,  the  WHO ,  and  the  TSA  gu ide l ine s  a re .  Get

the  f ac t s  o f  where  we  a re  based  on  cu r ren t  s t a t s  and  where  we  may  be  headed .

Use  a  combina t i on  o f  the  th ings  we  know  and  the  th ings  we  unde r s tand  and

then  use  you r  bes t  j udgment .  I f  you  a re  comfo r tab le  wi th  what  you  a re  r ead ing ,

and  you  and  you r  f ami l y  have  dec ided  the  t ime  i s  r i gh t  f o r  you ,  then  p lease ,  go

out  and  t r a ve l .

AM  I  THE  ONLY  ONE  WITH  CONCERNS ?

No ,  not  a t  a l l .  Even  i n  my  own  f ami l y  op in ions  on  t r a ve l i ng  now  a re  ve r y

d i f f e ren t .  I ,  as  a  Gen  X ' r  i s  more  comfo r tab le  wi th  go ing  out  when  needed  as

opposed  to  my  Mi l l enn ia l  ch i ld  who  i s  prac t i c ing  qua ran t ine  d i l i gen t l y .

Where  I  have  gone  f o r  groce r i e s  once  per  week ,  she  has  made  su re  he r  house

i s  s tocked  on  a  month l y  bas i s .  Even  amongs t  the  Gen  Z ' r s  i n  my  f ami l y ,  the re

i s  a  mixed  bag  o f  comfo r t  l e ve l s .  Two  go  out  to  work  and  wi l l  occas iona l l y

see  f r i ends  (one  a t  a  t ime )  whi l e  the  othe r  2  have  not  l e f t  the  house .  So  you

see ,  hav ing  ques t i ons  and  conce rns  about  t r a ve l i ng  i sn ' t  happen ing  f o r

ce r t a in  age  groups  o r  ce r ta in  gende r s ,  we  a l l  have  ques t i ons . .

ARE  PEOPLE  START ING  TO  PLAN  TRAVEL  YET ?

Yes ,  Amer i can ' s  a re  i ndeed  s t a r t i ng  to  p lan

t rave l .  As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  64%  o f  Amer i cans  who  have  t r a ve l  p lanned  f o r  th i s

yea r  a re  cont inu ing  the  p lann ing  proces s .  Not  on l y  a re  they  f i n i sh ing  up  th i s

yea r ' s  p lans ,  but  they  a re  a l so  p lann ing  nex t  yea r ' s  vaca t i ons .  They  r ea l i ze

tha t  wi th  a l l  the  sp r ing  t r i p s  cance led  o r  pos tponed  t i l l  202 1 ,  they  had  bet te r

p l an  the i r  202 1  vaca t i ons  i n  o rde r  get  what  they  want  whi l e  the  ava i l ab i l i t y  i s

s t i l l  the re .



I  per sona l l y  th ink  the  c ru i se  i ndus t r y  wi l l  be

changed  f o r  qu i te  some  t ime .  See ing  the

news  day  i n  and  day  out  wi th  c ru i se  sh ip s

no t  a l l owed  to  ente r  por t s  o f  ca l l  o r  see ing

the  number  o f  s i ck  peop le  on  boa rd  g i ve s

me  pause  i n  r ecommend ing  the  mega - sh ip s

tha t  a re  ve r y  popu la r .  I 'm  t a l k ing  about  the

sh ips  tha t  have  4000 +  vaca t i one r s  on  them ,  I

am  j u s t  not  comfo r tab le  send ing  my  c l i en t s

back  to  those  sh ip s  any t ime  soon .  So  much

thought  needs  to  go  i n to  how  to  keep  tha t

many  peop le  sa fe  f r om  any  i l l ne s s  l e t  a l l ow

one  tha t  i s  so  contag ious  as  Cov id - 1 9 .  With

tha t  sa id ,  I  wou ld  f ee l  comfo r tab le  a r r ang ing

fo r  my  c l i en t s  to  be  on  much  sma l l e r  sh ip s

l i ke  an  exped i t i on ,  bout ique ,  yach t ,  o r  r i v e r

c ru i se ’ s .  These  sh ip s  t yp i ca l l y  have  l e s s

then  250peop le  on  the  h igh  end  down  to  39

on  the  l owe r  end  o f  the  peop le  spec t rum .  As

fa r  as  gu ided  tou r s ,  i t  r ea l l y  depends  on  you r

comfo r t  l e ve l .  Wi l l  you  be  comfo r tab le  be ing

on  a  bus  wi th  30  o r  more  peop le ?  The re  a re

o the r  opt ions .  A  sma l l  group  tou r ,  o r  a

cus tom  tou r  tha t  i s  des igned  a round  you r

p re fe rences  and  a lways  i nc ludes  pr i va te

t r anspo r ta t i on  and  pr i va te  excu r s i ons .

WILL  I T  BE  SAFE  TO  TRAVEL  ON

OCEAN  CRUISES  OR  AS

A  GROUP  ON  A  GUIDED  TOUR ?
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Here is what my customer's think.
 
Finish Line BEST TRIP OF MY LIFE !  
My son was running a marathon from Mt.
Everest Base Camp in Nepal down to a village
called Namche Bazaar in Nepal. I told her I want
to be there when he crosses the finish line. I had
no idea how to go about this trip , I have never
been over seas before. Tracy took over and I
thank God she did. She set the whole thing up
for me from start to finish !!!!! When she tells you
don't worry about anything she means it. I can't
explain how smooth the trip went from the time I
landed in Kathmandu inNepal till the time I left.
There was someone there to guide me through
everything. My guide was great !!! She did a
great job!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Got to see my son cross the
finish line !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
 
Tim Mohn
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CAN  WE  TRUST  THE  HOTELS ,  AIRL INES ,  CRUISES ,  AND

TOUR  COMPANIES  TO  KEEP  US  SAFE ?

I n  a  word  ye s .  Hote l s ,  a i r l i ne s ,  r e s tau ran t s ,

and  othe r  bus ines se s  r e l a ted  to  t r a ve l  know  tha t  they  have  to  do  whateve r  i t

t akes  to  make  gues t s  f ee l  comfo r tab le  do ing  bus ines s  wi th  them .  Eve r y th ing  I

have  hea rd  f r om  my

supp l i e r  pa r tne r s  i s  tha t  we  as  the  t r a ve l i ng  pub l i c ,  wi l l  be  see ing  a  l o t  more

c lean ing  then  we  eve r  d id  be fo re .  Typ i ca l l y ,  the  r ea l  c lean ing  one  c ru i se  sh ip s

and  theme  pa rk s  get  done  whi l e  the  gues t s  a re  s l eep ing .  I  be l i e ve  tha t  we  wi l l

be  see ing  the  c lean ing  happen ing  i n  f r on t  o f  us .  I  know  f o r  me ,  tha t  wi l l  make

me  f ee l  bet te r .  I  welcome  the  s i gh t  o f  someone  sp ray ing  a  d i s in fec tan t  and

wip ing  the  t ab le s  down  o r  f o l l ow ing  the  pro toco l s  tha t  a re  be ing  put  i n  p lace

by  the  a i r l i ne s ,  c ru i se  l i ne s ,  and  tou r  compan ie s .  The  more  o f  th i s  I  see ,  the

h ighe r  my  comfo r t  l e ve l  wi l l  r i s e .

WHAT  TYPES  OF  TR IPS  ARE  BEING  PLANNED ?

Here  i s  the  breakdown .

 

Day  t r i p s  -  50  mi le s  wi th  no  ove rn igh t  s t ay s  -  46 .4%

 

Reg iona l  r oad  t r i p s  -  these  t r i p s  a re  up  to  200  mi le s  f r om  home  -  55 .6%  

 

Road  t r i p s  -  Pr imar i l y  by  auto  -  74 .9%

 

P lane  t r i p s  -  T r ip s  i nc lude  an  a i r  component  -  58 .4%

 

I n te rna t i ona l  t r i p s  -  T rave l  out s ide  the  US  -  38 .9%

 

Mul t i gene ra t i ona l  t r i p s  -  3  o r  more  gene ra t i ons  -  27 . 1%

 

Cru i se s  -  one  o r  more  n igh t s  on  boa rd  -  1 6 .2%

 

T ra in  t r a ve l  -  t r a ve l  f r om  one  c i t y  o r  count r y  to  anothe r  -  1 3 .7%

 

Where  a re  you  i n  you r  comfo r t  l e ve l  r ega rd ing  t r a ve l ?   I  hope  by  sha r ing  my

f requent l y  asked  ques t i ons  and  my  op in ions  you  were  ab le  to  have  some  o f  you r

own  ques t i ons  and  conce rns  addres sed .  

 

T rave l  aga in  i s  changed  f o reve r .   Jus t  l i ke  a f te r  9 1 1 ,  we  a l l  had  to  go  th rough  a

huge  l ea rn ing  cu r ve  and  some  d i scomfo r t ,  but  we  l ea rn  to  adapt  and  accept

what  our  new  norma l  l ooks  l i ke .  How  l ong  wi l l  we  have  to  be  conce rned  about

the  sp read  o f  th i s  v i ru s ,  who  knows ,  but  I  hope  not  f o r  l ong .  



I F  Y O U  H A V E  A D D I T I O N A L

Q U E S T I O N S  O R  A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N

P L A N N I N G  Y O U R  N E X T  F A M I L Y

V A C A T I O N ,  R E A C H  O U T  T O  M E  A T

 

 

T R A C Y @ E L I T E T R A V E L J O U R N E Y S . C O M  

HERE  I S  WHAT  MY  CUSTOMER 'S  TH INK .

Respons i ve  and  E f f i c i en t ! !  AWESOME !  I  contac ted  1  t r a ve l  agent  i n  September (L ibe r t y  T rave l ) ,  She

presen ted  me  wi th2  r e so r t  opt ions -  ne i the r  o f  which  I  l i ked  o r  met  the  c r i t e r i a  se t  f o r th .  When

pres sed  to  f i nd  othe r  opt ions ,  she  to ld  me  she  was  pregnant  and  wou ld  pas s  my  i n fo  on  to  he r  co -

worke r .  Then  I  ca l l ed  AAA ,  gave  the  g i r l  my  t r a ve l  dates  and  c r i t e r i a .  She  l i t e r a l l y  d id  not  contac t

me  f o r  3  weeks .  When  I  ca l l ed  he r  back  she  to ld  me  she  f o rgo t .  Then  I  ca l l edT racy  and  boy  what  a

d i f f e rence ! ! !  T racy  immed ia te l y  had  a  can -do  a t t i tude  and  s t a r ted  send ing  me  i n fo rmat ion .  I  l o ved

tha t  we  cou ld  t ex t  back  and  f o r th .  She  was  an  exce l l en t  commun ica to r  and  I  neve r  wondered  what

was  go ing  on .  She  L ISTENED  to  what  I  wanted  and  de l i ve red ! !  Her  adv i ce  f o r  t r a ve l  and  t ipp ing  e tc

was  i nd i spensab le .  The  r e so r t  she  booked  us  a t  was  amaz ing  and  we  a l l  had  a  phenomena l  t ime ! !

Eve r y th ing  went  exac t l y  acco rd ing  to  p lan . I  wou ld  use  T racy  aga in  i n  a  hea r tbea t .  Outs tand ing

se r v i ce !

 

Nata l i e  Glunz
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